SUIT PREFERENCE SIGNALS

Suppose that you have a suit with several cards of equal
trick-taking power. Sometimes, this equal power is zero. Do
not despair — in specific agreed-upon cases, you can send a
suit preference signal when giving a ruff or following suit.

Giving Partner a Ruff

= You are leading a suit, expecting partner to ruff. The rank of
the card led signals the preferred suit for partner to return
after the ruff. Show a re-entry to facilitate a second ruff.

s A high card suggests the higher-ranking of the two
remaining side-suits; a low card suggests the lower-ranking.

Singleton in Dummy (versus a suit contract)

o Partner leads an ace against a suit contract, and dummy has
a singleton. If there is no future in the suit for the defense
(and no reason to make dummy ruff), attitude is irrelevant.

= Your partner will need to decide which, if any, of the other
two side-suits to attack. Signal your preference (excluding
trumps) by playing a high card for the higher-ranking suit or a
low card for the lower-ranking suit. Middle says, “meh.”

Key points

= Suit preference works if partner watches the spot cards.

= A middle card indicates no side-suit preference.

= Attitude and count signals take priority over suit preference.
Most agree that suit preference applies in the above cases.

2025 Frank Smoot
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[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "1"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "N:93.AJ973.KJ82.65 K8754.KQ4.643.AQ T62.2.AT975.JT84 AQJ.T865.Q.K9732"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result "9"]

[Annotator "#"]

[BCFlags "1e"]

[Score "EW -50"]

[Stage "Rebid after 2-over-1; Suit preference signal; Underlead to partner"]

[Auction "N"]

Pass 1S Pass 2C

Pass 2NT Pass 4S

AP

[Play "S"]

H2 H- HA H-

S6 $7 H- H9 $7 HK

D7 $7 DQ DK D-

S2 H- H7 HQ

*



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "2"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "E:A2.T943.9642.AT4 KQT83.A2.AQJ5.Q3 975.QJ76.3.J9652 J64.K85.KT87.K87"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result "9"]

[Annotator "#"]

[BCFlags "1e"]

[Score "NS -100"]

[Stage "Follow up major raise; Suit preference signal"]

[Auction "E"]

Pass 1S Pass 2S

Pass 4S AP

[Play "W"]

D3 D- D2 $7 DA

S7 $7 S- SA SK

S5 D- D4 $7 D-

C5 $7 C7 CA C-

S9 D- D6 D-

*



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "3"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "S:A9732.65.T983.K6 K86.AJT32.AJ.J93 4.97.Q72.AQT8542 QJT5.KQ84.K654.7"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "4H"]

[Result "9"]

[Annotator "#"]

[BCFlags "1e"]

[Score "EW -100"]

[Stage "Without cK West should always ask for diamond; Weak jump overcall; Suit preference signal; Underlead to partner"]

[Auction "S"]

Pass 1H 3C 4H

AP

[Play "N"]

S4 S- SA SK

H7 S- S2 $7 S-

C8 $7 C- CK C-

H9 S- S3 S-

*



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "4"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "W:AT73.AK832.4.Q65 2.974.AKJ982.KT9 Q865.J5.QT3.8432 KJ94.QT6.765.AJ7"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "3D"]

[Result "8"]

[Annotator "#"]

[BCFlags "1e"]

[Description "PROMOTION"]

[Score "NS -100"]

[Stage "Suit preference signal; Trump promotion"]

[Auction "W"]

1H 2D Pass 2NT

Pass 3D AP

[Play "E"]

HJ HQ HA H-

H- H- HK H-

D3 H- H8 $7 H-

S5 $7 SJ SA S-

DQ $7 S4 H2 $7 C9

*



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "5"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "N:AKJ987.2.542.A65 QT.AKJT97.AJ3.Q7 2.Q864.9876.JT98 6543.53.KQT.K432"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "3H"]

[Result "8"]

[Annotator "Richard Pavlicek"]

[BCFlags "1e"]

[Description "PROMOTION"]

[Score "EW -50"]

[Stage "Reopening bid; Rebid by overcaller; Suit preference signal; Trump promotion"]

[Auction "N"]

1S 2H Pass Pass

2S 3H AP

[Play "S"]

S2 S- SK S-

D6 S- SA S-

D7 $7 S- S9 $7 HJ

H- H- H- HA

D- DK D- D-

H- H5 D- HK

HQ C- S- HT

CJ C- CA $7 C-

H8 S- SJ H7

*



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "6"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "E:Q5432.5.KJ9.8764 97.KQJ64.A73.K32 AKJT6.72.842.JT9 8.AT983.QT65.AQ5"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "5H"]

[Result "10"]

[Annotator "#"]

[BCFlags "1e"]

[Description "SINGLETON"]

[Score "NS -50"]

[Stage "Without diamond shift, 5h makes via endplay; Cue-bid to show fit; Sacrifice bid; Suit preference signal; Shift to correct sui"]

[Auction "E"]

Pass 1H 1S 3S

4S $1 Pass Pass 5H

AP

[Play "W"]

SK S- SQ $7 S-

D8 $7 DT DJ DA

*



[Event ""]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "7"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "S:KQ8.953.K86.9865 AT4.Q82.J4.AKQT4 J9652.AJ6.532.72 73.KT74.AQT97.J3"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "3NT"]

[Result "7"]

[Annotator "#"]

[BCFlags "1e"]

[Description "CLEAR"]

[Score "EW -200"]

[Stage "South plays high spades to show heart entry; Stayman convention; Deceptive play; Suit preference signal"]

[Auction "S"]

Pass 1NT Pass 2C

Pass 2D Pass 3NT

AP

[Play "N"]

S5 S- SQ S4

SJ $7 S- SK ST

S9 $7 C3 $7 S8 SA

D2 D- DK DJ

HA H- H3 $7 H-

*

�

