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Masterpoint Race 2007: WHEELER 
DRIVES TO THE FRONT! 

SCREAM, SHOUT and YODEL,  
HERE COME THE SWISS! 

UNIT 503 EDUCATION FUND TOPS 
$15,000 

 Smile! Cheers! Say Cheese! because it’s time 

again for the players’ favorite event,  Swiss 
Teams. The Unit will sponsor a contest on Sun-
day, February 24 at 12:45 p.m. at the Bridge Cen-
ter.  This is the game where everyone wins.  Form 
a team and challenge for masterpoint awards.   

Hello! Hello! Alert all 49er and 99ers!  There 
will be a separate section for players at this level. 
To help the game get started on time, please use 
the sign-up lists at your local club.  List a full or 
partial team or contact the Unit Game Chair, Mike 
Atherton at (650) 968-8679 or michaelather-
ton@sbcglobal.net. Another option is to phone the 

Bridge Center to request a sign-up for your team.  

Everyone, remember to bring your smiles for a 

happy bridge experience. 

 

With a final burst of speed, David Wheeler 

overtook the previous leader, John Stanczak to cap-
ture the 2007 Winner’s Trophy, awarded for earn-
ing the most masterpoints in  Unit events. The Non-
Life Master Award went to Don Ehrman.  Trophy 
chair Ginger Herrick presented the awards at the 
January Unit game.  She also congratulated previ-
ous Non-Life Master winners whose names appear 

on an updated plaque. 

The final standings and their points were: D. 
Wheeler, 17.29;  L. Spaeth, 16.43;  J. Stanczak, 

16.02 

NLM: D. Ehrman, 8.08, F. Lubais, 7.86 

Thanks to 53 members, our new Fund topped 

$15,000 at year-end. The ACBL Foundation is quite 
impressed with our commitment and energy to create 
educational programs to introduce bridge in our com-
munity and foster the interest and education in bridge 

among our current members.  

Of particular note, one member made a donation in 
honor of her mentor, the very type of program that fits 
nicely into the mission of the ACBL Educational Foun-

dation. 

Program planning is now underway, and we need 
volunteers to step forward and reach out to our local 
schools, senior communities and the community at 

large to introduce the game and begin new programs.  

Please contact Alan Cummings, 650-619-6664 or 
alan.cummings@stanford.edu  and get involved. Here 
is an  opportunity to promote the game we enjoy so 

much. 

UNIT AFFAIRS 

Coming Soon - an Updated Directory:  The Palo Alto 
Members and Friends Directory is printed yearly in the 
spring and is given free to all Unit 503 members.  If 
your name, phone or email has changed in the past year 
and you have not already done so, please contact Lori 
Spaeth,  (650) 947-9370, or spaeth@sbcglobal.net or 
complete the form at your local club before February 

15.  

New Furniture:  Thanks to a good friend of our Unit 
the bridge center now has new oak computer furniture 
for the director's work area, two bookcases and two 
white boards.   

                                (cont. p. 2) 
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Cardinal DBC: The 49ers are coming to the Cardinal 
Duplicate Bridge Club  which meets Thursday eve-
nings at 7 p.m. at Stanford University (see back page 
for location).  Director Eric Mayefsky is happy to an-
nounce that it will hold a 49er game in addition to the 
current open flight. Our outgoing President wrote Eric 

a note congratulating him on his new venture.   

A Multitasker Par Excellence:  Our Unit has been 
blessed with a wonderful group of game direc-
tors.  Without taking away from any of them, Dave 
Bernstein reports we've all been dazzled by the multi-
task capabilities of Will Watson.  He can serve lunch, 
run three sections in parallel with different move-
ments, fill in for late players (more than once in two 
sections), make rulings with knowledge and consid-
eration, keep the boards and players moving, and post 
the scores (of all three sections) almost as the last trick 

is played. 

Given this manifest reputation, it was a shock to 
see him falter in a recent Tuesday (3 section) 
game.  As he was moving completed boards to the 
lower tables, he came to our table, hat metaphorically 
in hand and with downcast eyes, and confessed,  "I 

couldn't get you a board because it was in her lap." 

Toys from Us: The Unit received a very nice letter 
from the City of Palo Alto thanking us for the dona-
tion from the Unit’s 3rd annual holiday toy drive. 
You’re welcome to read it on the Bridge Center bulle-

tin board. 

THANKS: A big one goes to Martie Moore, Unit 
Game chair for the last two years. There has been a 
huge increase in not only the number of players but 

especially new and 99er members. 

Invitation from the Kibitzer:  Do you have a favorite 
bridge hand? A funny story? Info about an interesting 
player? A bridge system? Whatever? The editors in-
vite you to submit it to us.  We would like to have 
more content from more writers.  So here’s your 
chance to get your ideas in print.  If you don’t want 
your name included, it’s OK.  We’ll just add anony-
mous.  Send anything and everything to either 
tancke@sbcglobal. net or kelly.marian@gmail.com or 
put it in the Kibitzer file in the Unit cabinet at the 

Bridge Center. 

     She doesn’t own the 
Miller Brewing Company, 
as her frequent partner 
claims.  She isn’t Greta 
Garbo, as she has claimed.  
Nor can she speak fluent 
Japanese.  All of those 
claims are manifestations of 
her sense of humor, her de-

sire “to make people laugh.”    Frances Miller, our 
most recent nonagenarian, spoke the other day about 

“how great my life is.” 

 It might be bridge or it might be the good for-
tune to have had an ideal job that produces the happy 
outlook she has.  Frances is eager to credit the two 

big influences in her life - music and bridge. 

 Her love of music began as she listened to the 
Texaco production of the  Metropolitan Opera over 
the radio as a child, hearing Jan Pierce sing from La 
Boheme, and being profoundly moved.  Much later, 
after waiting in line for a ticket to the Royal Ballet for 
her daughter who was studying ballet, she told the 
ticket agent, “I’d like a job here.”   He hired her, and 
soon she became the manager of the subscription ser-
vice—according to her, the best job in the world.  She 
got to see all the operas and concerts and visiting mu-
sicians that came to New York, and at the same time 
used her people skills, working out specific problems 
people had with their tickets or transportation or ex-

changes. 

 At the same time, she managed to fit in bridge 
games every evening.  She had learned the game at 
the age of 12, loved it, found duplicate bridge after a 
shaky beginning, a real challenge.  She never joined 
ACBL; she claims that the challenge itself is better 

than the accumulation of points.  

 When she resigned her job at the age of 71—
computers had taken over and removed the joy of 
dealing directly with people—she then was able to 
play bridge every day and every night, and loved it 

more than ever. 

Frances Miller 

By Mary Van Tamelen 

Unit Affairs, cont. from p. 1 
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Newcomer Games 
Tuesday evening (<20) 

Wednesday afternoon (<50)  

Wednesday evening (<50)  

Thursday evening (Stanford) (<50) 

Friday morning (<20) 

NEXT BOARD MEETING: 

Tuesday, February 5 at 3:45 p.m.    

 Bridge Center  

SYMPATHY 

NEWCOMERS 
A warm welcome to new Palo Alto Unit 503 mem-
bers: Robert Marcus, Alex Martelli, Mimi Paris, 
Riva Poor, Peter Redfield, Everett Villasenor and 

John Barth  

 

SUMMARY OF 2007 BOARD HIGH-
LIGHTS, by Alan Cummings 

The Unit officers and members extend their 
sincere condolences to the family and friends of 
Clara Sideris, who was a long time member of the 
Unit, John Dellis, who regularly played on Friday 
morning at the Bridge Center and Ditter 

Peschcke-Koedt, who enjoyed Easybridge.  

 

Thanks to the Board and to many members of our 
Unit, highlights in 2007 built nicely on the accomplish-

ments in 2006: 

• 776 Unit members and growing! 

• 7,902 tables at the Bridge Center, a 3% increase 

• Table increases at Cubberley Community Center 

(Sherie’s) and Unity Church (Walter’s) 

• 907.5 tables at the Firecracker. an 18% increase! 

• 3rd annual Holiday toy drive (Thank you letter 

posted at Bridge Center) 

• 31% increase in table counts at Unit games includ-

ing a new 99er’s section 

• 19% increase in web site usage 

• Web site enhancements (best in District 21) 

• 80 people in the Fall Beginning Bridge class (80+ 

continued in January 2008) 

• New Stanford Bridge Club (The Cardinal Duplicate 

Bridge Club started in January 2008) 

• Dealing machine with hand records and analysis 

• Unit 503 Education Fund ($15,000+ as of 12/31) 

• Bridge Center 

Laptop computer, computer monitor, printer/

scanner/fax, double-sided laser  printer 

Storage cabinets 

Wireless microphone 

New armchairs 

New cards, bidding boxes and inserts 

New computer workstation furniture (early Jan.) 

2008 BOARD OPPORTUNITIES 
 

• More space 

• New educational programs 

• Bridge Center improvements 

 Frances was born in Philadelphia, attended 
Temple University and studied business, but didn’t 
like it.  “All I can do is talk,” she says.  She lived 
with her husband in Silver Springs, Maryland, near 
Washington, where a friend invited her to all the 
embassy parties—contributing to her “great life.”  
When her husband died six years ago, she moved to 
California to be near one of her two daughters.  She 
has six granddaughters and eight great grandchil-
dren, scattered from the east coast to Vietnam.  
Everyone came to celebrate her 90th birthday in 

April—more joy for her “great life.” 

Frances Miller, from previous page 
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President Dave Wheeler announces the following 2008 com-

mittee chairs: 

Art Coordinator  Nita Girand 

Bridge Center Manager Martie Moore 

Club Owner Liaison  Alan Templeton 

Computer Support  Will Watson, Alan Templeton 

Conduct/Ethics  Eric Mayefsky 

District 21 Rep  Gabriella Bowling 

District 21 Forum  Eric Mayefsky 

Education   Lori Spaeth, Eric Mayefsky 

Election   Trina Bowman 

Firecracker   Steve Lubeck 

Intermediate/Newcomer Liaison     Lori Spaeth 

Kibitzer Editors  Elinor Tanck, Marian Kelly  

Membership   Nita Girand 

Membership List  Jim Turner 

Mentor Program   Barbara Sonsini 

Photographer   Roy Robinson 

Publicity   Elinor Tanck 

Recorder 

Sunshine   Lorna Corbetta 

Supplies   Dave Wheeler 

Telephone Directory  Lori Spaeth 

Trophies   Eric Mayefsky 

Unit 503 Fund   Alan Cummings 

Unit Games   Mike Atherton 

Unit Electronic Contact Elinor Tanck 

Web Site   Alan Templeton 

Unit   

Income:   

ACBL Membership 2,508 

Education 6,256 

Firecracker* 7,541 

Interest 820 

Unit Games 779 

Total 17,904 

Expenses:   

Kibitzer 1,344 

Membership Directory 1,041 

Unit Party 3,091 

Dealing Machine 5,267 

Restricted Fund 558 

Stanford Duplicate BC 417 

Misc. 556 

Total 12,274 

Net Income/(Loss) 5,630 

Notes:   

*income actually $3596 including depos-

its prepaid in 2006 

    

Bridge Center   

Income   

Interest 32 

Rent 106,636 

Vending 300 

Total 106,968 

Expenses   

Computer/ Electronics (a) 2,258 

Furnishings (b) 4,127 

Insurance 850 

Janitorial & Maintenance 9,365 

Rent 75,556 

Supplies 7,917 

Utilities 371 

Misc 144 

Total 100,588 

Net Income 6,380 

Notes:   
 

2007 Financial Summary PRESIDENT MAKES APPOINTMENTS 

(a)  Sound system, laptop computer, new printer, 

misc.  

(b) Storage Units, bid box inserts, misc.     





Palo Alto Unit 503 Board: 
 
Dave Wheeler, President 
Martie Moore, Vice President 
Susana Krulevitch,  Secretary 
Alan Templeton, Treasurer 
Mike Atherton 
Gabriella Bowling 
Trina Bowman 
Alan Cummings 
Nita Girand 
Steve Lubeck 
Eric Mayefsky 
 
Editorial Staff: 

 

 Elinor Tanck (408) 738-2511 
    e-mail:  tancke@sbcglobal.net 
Marian Kelly  (650) 854-1896 
    e-mail: Kelly.marian@gmail.com 

DAY BRIDGE CLUB TYPE TIME DIRECTOR(S) PLACE/OTHER INFO 

 
MON Bridge Mix Open/Strat. 11:00 a.m. Kevin/Bonnie/Claire  
 Palo Alto Bridge Club Open/Strat. 11:00 a.m. John Prior   
TUES Tuesday Noon BC Open/Strat. 12:00 p.m. Walter Miller Unity Church, YES Rm, 3391 Middlefield Rd, PA 
 Alpine BC Open/<1K 12:00 p.m. Will Watson 
              Just For  Fun  <20 M.P. 7:00 p.m.     Solna/Omer  No master points given;  call Solna at (408) 685-5323  
WED.    Bridge ‘n Brunch Open/Strat. 11:00 a.m. Sue Johnston  
 Wed Aft. 49er <50 M.P. 1:00 p.m Walter Miller Unity Church,  YES Rm, 3391 Middlefield Rd, PA 
 Lori & Sue’s Dblton Club Open/Strat. 7:00 p.m. Spaeth/Johnston 
 Lori & Sue’s Dblton Club <50 M.P. 7:00 p.m. Spaeth/Johnston    
THUR Thur. Afternoon BC Open/Strat 12:00 p.m. Beardsley/Mattis  
 Sherie’s BC  Open/Strat. 12:30 p.m. Sherie Greenberg 4000 Middlefield Road, Auditorium,  Palo Alto  
 Play and Learn Defense  7:00 p.m. Frank Smoot/Lori   
 Cardinal DBC at Stanford <50 M.P. 7:00 p.m. Eric Mayefsky Elliot Prog. Ctr., 589 Governor’s Ave., Stanford 
               Cardinal DBC at Stanford    Open 7:00 p.m. Eric Mayefsky Elliot Prog. Ctr., 589 Governor’s Ave., Stanford 
FRI  The EZ Game <30 M.P. 9:00 a.m. Kathy Harper 
 Friday Morning BC Open/Strat. 10:30  a.m. Claire Coleman 
 Friday Night Barometer Open/Strat. 7:30 p.m. Claire Coleman  
SAT One Club Open/Strat. 12:00 p.m. John Prior  
SUN Sunday Afternoon BC Open/Strat. 1:00 p.m. Coleman/Watson  

All games take place at 2639A Terminal Blvd., Mountain View 94043 unless otherwise noted. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
Directors: 

Bonnie Beardsley (408) 263-5953 
Claire Coleman (650) 368-5917 
Sherie Greenberg (650) 856-7941 
Kathy Harper          (650) 207-1816 
Sue Johnston (510) 505-0275 
John/Linda Mattis  (408) 739-7812 
Eric Mayefsky    mayefsky@stanford.edu 
Walter Miller (510) 839-5929 
Kevin O’Leary (650) 279-0005 
John Prior (408) 745-0380  
Frank Smoot (408) 732-5736 
Lori Spaeth (650) 947-9370 
Will Watson (650) 804-1731 

Unit Contact:   Claire Coleman (650) 368-
5917 or e-mail  
unit503@paloaltobridge.com 

Unit 503 Web Address:   
http://www.paloaltobridge.com 

Bridge Club Phone:  (650) 940-1824 
District 21 Hotline:  (888) 292-4612 
Dist. 21 Website:  www.d21.acbl.com 

Club champ., Wednesday, February 6 at 11 a.m., Bridge ‘n Brunch 

Sectional, Thursday, February 7 at Club House, Fresno 

Regional, Tuesday, February 12 at DoubleTree Hotel, Sacramento 

Upgraded club champ., Wednesday, February 12 at 7 p.m. Doubleton BC 

Unit Swiss Teams, Sunday, February 24 at 12:45 p.m., Bridge Center 

ACBL-Wide Senior Pairs, Monday, February 25, 11 a.m., Bridge Mix 

ACBL-Wide Senior Pairs, Monday, February 25, 11 a.m., Palo Alto BC 

 

 

Congratulations to the following players who have moved up!  

Junior Master 5 MP Forest Anderson, Sheryl Johnson, Paul Losch, 
Carol Schwerer, Fred Schwerer, Anne Talbott, Ei-

leen Zefting  

Club Master 20 MP Leon Kitain, Herbert Ratet, Alice Redfield, Claire 

Shoens, Ying Xu, Junfeng Yang  

Sectional Master 50 MP Valerie Baldwin, Clara Chang, James Cornell, 

Stephanie Kung, Laura Tanner, Shuo Zhang  

Regional Master 100 MP Sadik Arf  

NABC Master 200 MP Joan Bower, Metin Gokcen, Curtis Pryor  

Life Master 300 MP John Tse  

Silver Life Master 1000 MP William Pomeroy  


